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Back to Normal Operation! 
 
 Well, almost. Covid-19 has caused everyone to change at least some 
aspects of their life. Business, Museums, Libraries, Entertainment venues, 
Government all changed their approach to operation. Unfortunately some      
have not survived. 
 Now that vaccination has changed the landscape of the past 15 
months, another change is taking place! PCHS will open its Beth Israel Syna-
gogue, Fire House No. 2 and Heritage Park on its ‘normal’ schedule this 
year! But, we will still “Requires Masks to be Worn” for the time being. 
 Our Rising Star Mill is working its way through the process of re-
opening. Its their hope to resume some activities sometime in August. 
 A large “Thank You” must go out to our membership and the gen-
eral public for standing by us during the past 15-months! Without your con-
tinuing support things could have been very different! 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support 

Society Events 
 

Heritage Days have been 
canceled 

 

Synagogue 
Open Memorial Day to 

Labor Day 
Saturday & Sunday 1 - 4pm 

By appointment  715-600-4930 
 

Fire House No. 2 
Open Memorial Day to 

Labor Day 
Saturday 9:30am - 1:30pm 

By appointment  715-600-4930 
 
 

Heritage Park 
Open Memorial Day to 

Labor Day 
Saturday & Sunday 1 - 4pm 

By appointment  715-600-4930 
 
World War 2 display continues. 
 

Rising Star Mill 
 

Could resume activities 
in August. 

 
 

D a t e s  
To  

R e m e m b e r  

May 20, 2021 

Beth Israel Synagogue, Fire House No. 2 and 
Heritage Park will open on Memorial Day 

weekend 
Stop in to see our displays 
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From the President - May, 2021 
 
 This past year has been a trying time for the Society during the Covid-19 Crisis as it was for everyone 
else. The Society had to cancel two Annual Meetings, 2020 & 2021, because of limits on group sizes and no 
place to hold them. Our business meeting format underwent changes with the Board approving the Executive 
Committee meeting in its place to conduct business. This happened four times. Zoom meetings were held 
with varying success. Jerry Rohlinger, Secretary, opened the Synagogue basement for Zoom meetings with a 
limit of 5 in attendance. This helped several Board members who did not want to or could not do a Zoom 
meeting. Jerry had purchased a new Smart TV in December, 2019 and donated his old 42-inch TV to the Soci-
ety. This was hooked up to our laptop and mirrors what is on the laptop’s screen. This allowed everyone at 
meeting to see and hear the Zoom meetings Addressing the Board was another matter, but we managed. 
 Financially we did fairly well during the Covid-19. We did not notify anyone of their “dues are due” 
and carried people over. Most of the Annual Members renewed on their own. Donations of money in-
creased. The result is we are not financially strapped, but, then again, only Heritage Park continued working 
on restoration and maintenance using funds that were already donated for that purpose. The Synagogue, 
Fire House and Rising Star Mill did halt work primarily because contractors were cutting back on work they 
would/could take on.  
 The biggest ‘victim’ of Covid-19 was our Cataloging effort. The Society had an individual that was will-
ing to begin the process of entering items into our PastPerfect cataloging system He was to begin in March, 
2020. Events took over and he could not help us. So, we lost a year. 
 On the other hand a couple of things were accomplished. Jerry began interviewing Milo Harpstead in 
June. In addition to Milo being the 4th longest serving PCHS Board Member/Officer, he is also Professor 
Emeritus at UWSP’s College of Natural Resources. Milo began at UWSP in 1960 and was one of the individu-
als that worked on creating not only the College of Natural Resources, but also established state wide recog-
nition of the quality of the graduates, thus opening their job markets at the State level. Over nine months of 
work a History of the College of Natural Resources and a professional biography have been produced. Both 
these manuscripts will published in the near future. 
 The second major undertaking was “forced” on us by Covid-19! With people working from home or 
out of work, our web site had a radical change in viewership. Our site was designed to be a ‘research’ site. 
Our viewers remained at 75% using computers. Covid-19 changed all that. 
Now its 50% using mobile devices. 
 Our new look web site is fully mobile now. Technical stuff: we are us-
ing Bootstrap 5 as the framework for our site. Bootstrap is the most used 
framework for our type of site with 10’s of millions of users. Its relatively 
easy to use and no programming is required. Just HTML and CSS, basic web 
stuff. Go give our site a test drive at: www.pchswi.org . 
 In the last 2 months we have begun picking up Wendell Nelson’s do-
nated material. It has become apparent that a major work day is required to 
move all of the material. Whenever this can be set up a call for help from our 
members will be made unless another option comes up. 
 Progress is being made very quickly on the Doctor’s Office/Post Office 

 
The Pinery logo was definitely 

in use by April 1956 until at 
least 1984. A return to our 

“roots”. 
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building thanks to the effort of Jason Jones and Jim Abbrederis. We hope to have the structure open this 
summer. The park should be ready to open on Memorial Day weekend along with the two Stevens Point mu-
seums. 
 We will need docents to work at the Heritage Park site on weekends this summer. The hours are 1 - 4 
each Saturday and Sunday. If you can help, please contact the Society (phone is 715-600-4930) as soon as 
possible. We are still in the process of working on a few small “touch up” items that need doing in several 
buildings but that will not affect tours. If you have a group that wishes to visit Heritage Park at a time other 
than weekends please contact us and we can make whatever arrangements that are necessary. 
 Thanks to Sarah Scripps we have a small grant from the UWSP to hire university students to work as 
docents at the Synagogue and to work on our efforts to upgrade our cataloguing of artifacts. 
 We have received a number of donations toward the Morgan House purchase. We are working on the 
details with the owners as to how to approach the purchase and the time frame but we must have funds 
available to continue. The asking price is $375,000. This would include the main house, two garages (one of 
which we hope to turn into a much-needed workshop) and two other outbuildings including a small house on 
the corner behind the main house. We need financial help in this effort. Anything a person is able to donate 
to the project will be much appreciated. The Society address is Portage County Historical Society, P.O. 672, 
Stevens Point, WI, 54481. If you are sending a check mark Morgan House on the check. Thank you for what-
ever help you are able to contribute. (Property can be viewed on our web site. Capital Improvement.) 
 I would like to thank Eric McFarland, Beverly West, Diane Casselberry and Day Hoppe for renewing 
their position on the Board of Directors. 

Help at Heritage Park 
 
 Due to circumstances, we will need docents to work at the Heritage Park site on 
weekends this summer. The hours are 1 - 4 each Saturday and Sunday. If you can help, 
please contact the Society (phone is 715-600-4930) as soon as possible.  
 Information about the buildings and Park are on our web site: www.pchswi.org. 
 
 Dates are in table below. 

June July August September 

5-6 
12-13 
19-20 
26-27 

3-4 
10-11 
17-18 
24-25 

31 

7-8 
14-15 
21-22 
28-29 

4-5  
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Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the end of World War II 

 This display at Heritage Park began in 2020. Something got in the way? But, we are open this year! 
Stop by this year to see the displays.   

Will Lehner 
Featured in one of our displays 

Malcolm Rosholt 
Featured in one of our displays 

Clendenning Brothers 
Featured in one of our displays 

Siebert Boys 
Featured in one of our displays 
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Christmas on the Railroad 
At One Time, Just another Day 

 
 Christmas time sparks many stories of mirth, frustration and joy, the birth of our savior and many 
other tales that surround the season. When it comes to the Railroad, such tales involve getting stuck working 
the holiday, wishing one were home with their family. 
 When I was much younger, I vividly recall Dad having to go to work on Christmas Day when he was 
still an Operator for the Soo Line Railroad. Most all Operators were required to be on the job back in those 
days (pre-1980) and if Christmas fell on a weekday, at one time the Railroads required a Switch job to be on 
duty to service the Customers that required it. That changed over the years so that by 1976, most all of the 
US Railroads were completely shut down for the Holiday. That has changed again with the coming of a new 
philosophy on transporting the nation's goods. 
 Dad never said much about having to work Christmas Days, but you could see he would have pre-
ferred not having to work. By the time I was born, Dad had worked 19 Christmases for the Soo Line and spent 
4 of those either over-seas in the Service of the US Army during the Korean War or stateside in the US Navy 
in WWII. It was "Old Hat" to Dad to work a holiday as he once told me when I was 5 years old when I com-
plained about Dad going to work on Christmas Day, "There is no such thing as a Holiday on the Railroad". 
 I remember the Soo Line Switch Engine in Marshfield having to work on Christmas Day. There were 
cars of Coal to Deliver to the Municipal Power Plant, switching work to do at Weyerhaeuser and a part of # 
26, the Nekoosa Line local, to be built for the next day, so the switch crew could keep busy for 8 hours in 
those years. Of course, the crewmen that caught a Christmas Day switch job weren't exactly jumping up and 
down with joy, no matter how much overtime they might be getting---if they got any at all. If the men called 
to work were Extra Board employees, chances are Christmas Day was Just another Day on the railroad at 
straight time. 
 I remember 1971. Dad was in his fourth month as a Traveling Agent, having taken over Traveling 
Agency # 10 in mid-August that year. Within a week of Christmas 1971, Soo Line would shut down the Green-
wood Line for almost a month (Merry Christmas from the Soo Line Railroad, Spokeville, Loyal and Green-
wood!) because of the snow conditions, and the ability of Jordan Spreader # W80 to leave the track 35 times 
in the first 5 miles of the Greenwood Line while attempting to plow the Greenwood Line’s track. 
 But what sticks out in my mind from that year was the Switch Engine itself. The engine that week was 
Alco RS1 # 352, an engine I had gotten a ride on one year before (from the Depot, back home), but that was-
n't the significant aspect, it was what the crewmen had done to decorate it: cut off a significant portion of a 
pine tree branch (I know from where along the Marshfield & Texas spur that they got it from---the west side 
of the M&T behind the Marshfield Canning Company) and stuck it in the casting hole of the coupler knuckle, 
where it led proudly for the entire week including Christmas Day, with the switchmen taking the pains to 
"change ends" when one end of the engine led or the other, making certain that pine branch was always for-
ward. 
 I recall the day it appeared. I had watched the Switch Engine scuttle past my home going to the Power 
Plant with 7 cars of coal. It was just the “usual engine” (back then, it seemed like the Soo’s RS1’s would be 
around forever) and cars, but when the train returned a half hour later, there was that pine branch stuck in 
the casting hole on the knuckle. 
 Many people in Marshfield noticed this, and thought the idea and effort were "cute". The crewmen 
did no more, they did no decorating. Just a pine branch that when sitting upright in the casting hole on the 
knuckle resembled a tree. Apparently, the Red & White colors of the engine were enough decoration. That 
branch stuck there on the coupler had enough symbolism of holiday spirit that no more was needed. I've al-
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ways been struck by the fact that, this engine was also used as the 2nd and 3rd Trick Yard Engine, but that 
pine branch stayed with the engine throughout. You'd have expected some grouchy trainman on one of the 
yard jobs to have tossed that branch aside at some point, but it didn't disappear until the holidays were over. 
 I remember seeing the 352 switching at Weyerhaeuser one day not long before Christmas with that 
pine branch stuck on the true front end of the locomotive as the crew switched the Silvaplex plant of Weyer-
haeuser. It looked as incongruous as it was unique, and somewhat “Christmassy”. 
 The following story I cannot corroborate, nor can I vouch for the truthfulness. 
 Supposedly, when the Switch Engine worked that Christmas Day in 1971, sporting the pine branch 
stuck on the coupler, an elderly lady that lived along the Marshfield & Texas spur at Park Street waited for 
the Switch Engine to pass her home on the way to the Power Plant. It did so in the early afternoon, so this 
lady waited to hear the train returning. She supposedly flagged the train to a stop, and invited all the train-
men in to her home for Egg Nog and cookies. 
 The tale goes that this Lady was a widow and her family were scattered to the four winds, and they 
weren't going to be with her on that Christmas Day, and she wanted to do something nice for the trainmen 
whom she saw on past Christmases (not to mention twice each day) passing her home, so, without family on 
that day, she stopped the Switch Engine on it's way back to the Depot and asked the trainmen in to celebrate 
some Christmas Cheer with her. The trainmen graciously accepted her generosity, had a glass or two of Nog 
and helped clean up the cookie tray, said their thanks, wished her a Merry Christmas, and then re-boarded 
the 352 for the trip back up town and tie-up time. 
 A few days after Christmas, the Switch Engine paused at Park Street on their way to the power plant 
with loads of coal, to let one Switchman drop off the engine to run to this woman's home with a pristinely-
wrapped package, which he deposited on the doorstep. He rang the doorbell and jogged back to the waiting 
engine. With a blast of the air horn and a wave from the crew when the lady opened her door, to her aston-
ishment, this lady had her kindness returned by the train crew. I know not what it was they gave her, only 
that the spirit of giving was heavy in the air. Kindness given and kindness repaid. 
 In essence and in practice, The Spirit of Christmas was alive and thriving. 
 
Keith Meacham 
 
 
 Keith is a longtime RR historian having written many articles. He also operates several Facebook Pages 
on Railroads and the history of Marshfield, Wi. 

Bancroft Depot 

Heritage Park 
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 Is the official publication of the 
Portage County Historical Society, Inc. 
of Wisconsin published March 20th, 
May 20th, Sept. 20th and Dec. 20th of 
each year. 
 

Officers 
 

President:  Tim Siebert 
Vice-president:  Dave Simonis 

Secretary:  Jerry Rohlinger 
Treasurer:  Janet Zblewski 

 
Directors 

 

 A monthly business meeting is 
held the second Wednesday of each 
month, except for December, at the 
Synagogue Museum, 1475 Water St. 
Stevens Point, WI., unless otherwise 
announced. 
 An Annual Meeting is held the 
second Wednesday of April at a location 
to be announced. An annual report and 
election of Directors occur at this meet-
ing 
 The membership and public 
are welcome to attend any meeting. 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.pchswi.org 

 
Visit us on Facebook 

Jim Abbrederis Anton Anday 

Mary Egle Milo Harpstead 

Dan Hoppe Diane Casselberry 

Erik McFarland Mary Beth Anday 

Sarah Scripps Beverly West 

Jason Jones Brad Casselberry 

CWMR, Ltd  

"The purposes of this organization are exclu-
sively educational and shall be to preserve, ad-
vance, and disseminate knowledge of the his-
tory of Portage County, Wisconsin."  

Joining the Historical Society couldn’t be easier! Just fill out the form and mail it 
today. Membership runs from January - December of the calendar year. Please 
circle the level at which you are joining or renewing. 

Student (ages 17-21) $15/year Senior (62 & older) $20/year 
Individual $25/year Family $40/year 

Business $50/year Pioneer $100/year 

Patron $200/year Sustaining $300/year 
Benefactor $400/year Life $500 

Name(s):__________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________ 

City/State/zip:______________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_____________________________________________________ 

Email address:______________________________________________________ 

No thanks, I don’t want to become a member, but here is my tax deductible 
donation to the Society  $__________  Please circle your preference.  

 

I’m interested in Volunteering, please call me at: 

General Funds Heritage Park 

Synagogue Museum Historic Fire House No. 2 

Rising Star Mill Other - specify 

Mail this form with check made out to: 

Portage County Historical Society 

P O Box 672 

Stevens Point WI 54481 

Or contact us at:  

Phone:  715-600-4930 

May 2021 

Online Payments 
 

Now accepting online 
Dues Payments, Dona-

tions and Ticket Sales to 
Society Events. 
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Electronic Service Requested 

Photos to Remember 

World War II scrap metal, old tires etc drive 


