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Covid-19  
Already Canceled 

 

1.  PCHS summer programs including opening of the Synagogue, 
Fire House and Heritage Park are canceled. Tours by appointment only 
will be considered. All tour people must provide and wear masks and 
are limited to 10 people maximum. This will remain in place until 
Aug. 1, 2020. The Executive Committee will discuss the ongoing situa-
tion at its monthly meetings.  

2.  Heritage Days, June 20 - 21 is also canceled. 

3.  One-Room School Project schedule to begin mid-April is can-
celed for now.  

4.  Annual Meeting schedule for April 8, 2020, has been canceled 
because of the closure of the Portage County Library System etc. We 
will discuss having it at a later date. 

 

 
 In response to the canceling of our Annual Meeting all Directors that 
were up for election will continue to serve until we can resolve the situa-
tion. As to having an Annual Meeting this year is a question we can not an-
swer at this time. 
 
 The Board of Directors agreed that the Executive Committee will 
handle all business until further notice. Only the 4 officers are on this com-
mittee. Major decisions will be handled by emails to the Board or delayed, 
if possible, until the full Board can meet. In the meanwhile the Board is re-
ceiving minutes and other information as necessary. 

Society Events 
 
See cancelations! 
 

Synagogue 
Closed until Aug. 1, 2020 

 
By appointment  715-600-4930 
 

Historic Fire House No. 2 
Closed until Aug. 1, 2020 

 
By appointment  715-600-4930 
 

Heritage Park 
Closed until Aug. 1, 2020 

 
By appointment  715-600-4930 
 

Heritage Days, June 20-21 is 
Canceled. 

 

Rising Star Mill 
Closed until Oct. 1, 2020 

 
OPEN HOUSE & BARNS OF 

PORTAGE COUNTY: 
October 2 - 3 - 4, 2020 

 

D a t e s  
To  

R e m e m b e r  

May 20, 2020 
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 A number of construction items have been progressing. Both the Covid-19 issue and the weather have 
hampered work on the outside of the church tower and the possible painting of the Church/Museum. How-
ever, the Print Shop work has been completed and the displays are in the process of being set up. A couple of 
items still need to be moved into the print shop but that should be complete soon. The Doctor’s Office/Post 
Office is also being worked on. The duct work has been put into the structure. The removal of various layers 
of flooring and wall board is in the process of being completed in order to help restructure the site to fit its 
new display role. Unfortunately, the floor structure on one end of the building is broken and needs to be re-
placed or supported. Obviously, this will take time and was not anticipated. 
 The Society received a generous gift in the will of Mr. Leonard Kjer and it is this that helped us pay for 
a number of items in the Print Shop, Doctor’s Office/Post Office, Fire House and Synagogue. Some of the 
funds have also allowed us to purchase a number of archival supplies that will help preserve and protect our 
collections. Part of the gift was also placed in our foundation to help the Society have a solid financial base in 
the future. 
 The World War II display is progressing in three of our Heritage Park structures. The military portion 
of the display will be in the Church/Museum, a look at the home front will be placed in the Engford House 
and a look at the dislocation and forced movement of people will be placed in the Bancroft Depot. The last 
topic will look at a wide variety of forced movement that took place including the Holocaust, the relocation 
of Poles by both Nazi and Russian governments, German POWs moved to Wisconsin and the relocation of 
Japanese Americans into camps inside the U.S. The displays try to look at each of these issues through the 
eyes of people living in the county. 
 Two books have been printed that relate to World War II and to the county. The first is entitled As 
You Were and is a group of interviews of men from Wisconsin of the 82nd Airborne Division and their experi-
ences in the war. The second is The Victory Handbook for Health and Home Defense. We are also in the proc-
ess of putting together a book looking at local men and their experiences in both Europe and the Pacific as 
seen through, mostly, newspaper articles. There are, perhaps, another three books in the “pipeline” having 
to do with the experiences of local people during the war. 
 The Synagogue has two new furnaces installed thanks to donations from a variety of people. 
 All of our sites will be closed until around August 1st except by appointment. If you wish to visit one of 
the sites please contact the Society at 715-600-4930 to set up a visit. You must provide your own face cover. 

 
The Pinery logo was definitely 

in use by April 1956 until at 
least 1984. A return to our 

“roots”. 

PCHS summer programs including opening of the Synagogue, 
Fire House and Heritage Park are canceled. Tours by appoint-
ment only will be considered. All tour people must provide 
and wear masks and are limited to 10 people maximum. This 
will remain in place until Aug. 1, 2020. The Executive Commit-
tee will discuss the ongoing situation at its monthly meetings.  
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 Is the official publication of the 
Portage County Historical Society, Inc. 
of Wisconsin published March 20th, 
May 20th, Sept. 20th and Dec. 20th of 
each year. 
 

Officers 
 

President:  Tim Siebert 
Vice-president:  Dave Simonis 

Secretary:  Jerry Rohlinger 
Treasurer:  Janet Zblewski 

 
Directors 

 

 A monthly business meeting is 
held the second Wednesday of each 
month, except for December, at the 
Synagogue Museum, 1475 Water St. 
Stevens Point, WI., unless otherwise 
announced. 
 An Annual Meeting is held the 
second Wednesday of April at a location 
to be announced. An annual report and 
election of Directors occur at this meet-
ing 
 The membership and public 
are welcome to attend any meeting. 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.pchswi.org 

 
Visit us on Facebook 

Jim Abbrederis Anton Anday 

Mary Egle Milo Harpstead 

Dan Hoppe Diane Casselberry 

Eric McFarland Mary Beth Anday 

Sarah Scripps Beverly West 

Jason Jones Brad Casselberry 

CWMR, Ltd  

"The purposes of this organization are exclu-
sively educational and shall be to preserve, ad-
vance, and disseminate knowledge of the his-
tory of Portage County, Wisconsin."  

Joining the Historical Society couldn’t be easier! Just fill out the form and mail it 
today. Membership runs from January - December of the calendar year. Please 
circle the level at which you are joining or renewing. 

Student (ages 17-21) $15/year Senior (62 & older) $20/year 
Individual $25/year Family $40/year 

Business $50/year Pioneer $100/year 

Patron $200/year Sustaining $300/year 
Benefactor $400/year Life $500 

Name(s):__________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________ 

City/State/zip:______________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_____________________________________________________ 

Email address:______________________________________________________ 

No thanks, I don’t want to become a member, but here is my tax deductible 
donation to the Society  $__________  Please circle your preference.  

 

I’m interested in Volunteering, please call me at: 

General Funds Heritage Park 

Synagogue Museum Historic Fire House No. 2 

Rising Star Mill Other - specify 

Mail this form with check made out to: 

Portage County Historical Society 

P O Box 672 

Stevens Point WI 54481 

Or contact us at:  

Phone:  715-600-4930 

May 2020 

Online Payments 
 

Now accepting online 
Dues Payments, Dona-

tions and Ticket Sales to 
Society Events. 
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Photo to Remember 

Views of Stevens Point, ca. 1942 


