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MALCOLM ROSHOLT TO ADDRESS
THE NOVEMBER 15th GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, November 15, 1972, is set for
the general session of the Society, to be
held in the UW-SP College of Professional
Studies auditoriwm. A large society
membership and general community attend-
ance is expected. TIME: 7:30 p.m.

The speaker, Malcolm Rosholt, is prepar-
ing something special for this meeting,
the occasion being of a special nature.
In effect, the general meeting will be

an extenaion of the dedication ceremonies
for the commemorative regigtered marker,
GATEWAY TO THE PINERIES, which will have
been held in the morning of the same day.

Mr. Rosholt's address, entitled Gaf

Lo the Pineries: The Impact on the Indian
Lands, will be concerned with some social
and economic aspects of ploneer life that
have not been developed in study for our
region,

DEDICATION OF THE COUNTY'S 5th LOCAL

HISTORICAL MARKER: STEVENS POINT --
GATEWAY TO THE PINERIES.

This marker has been placed in Pioneer
Park at the foot of Main Street. At that
historic site of Stevens Point's beginnings,
ceremonies will be held the morning of
November 15th at 10:00 a.m. Carl Jacobs
will make dedicatory remarks. If the
weather is inclement, the occasion will be
moved into the Chamber of Commerce build-
ing.

Prof. Guy Gibson, chairman of the marker
committee, will introduce this event.
Other members of the committee are Adam
Bartosz, Carl Jacobs, Margaret Love,
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Had Mangke, James Pfiffner, Mrs.Ray Specht,
Mrs. Herbert Steiner, Doerothy Vetter,
Marjorie Warner and Kenneth B . Willett.

Thig is the fifth local history marker

for the county, the 3d that is registered
officlally; the GATEWAY marker is register-
ed as No. 85 in the State Historical

Society’s Wisconsin Registered Landmark
series.

Legend:

"This plaque commemorates ploneers who
established Stevena Point during the
1840's, 50'a and 60's. Community 1ife
centered here at the foot of Main Streat
where supplies were transhipped from
vagon to boat for the trip north to
lumber camps. Piers and booms held
logs for local sawmills, snd lumber
rafts were outfitted for tha trip down
the Wisconsin. Stage coaches stopped
at nearby inns and freight wagons un-—
loaded wares at the village stores.

Here sawmill whine and scent of fresh
cut pine vere ever present, for lumher
was the lifeblood of this pioneer tewm."

This marker is the gift of Mr. & Mrs.

Win Rothman, presented to the city in the
name of the Portage County Historical
Society.

THE NORTHERN INSTITUTE

Edith (Mrs.Win) Rothman, honorary member of the
Portage County Historical Society Board,
has a personal 1ink with Portage County's
earliest decade of community life that is
most valuable. The story of her great aunt,
Clarissa Fmmons Northrop,and an adventure
in finishing school education in the rough
ploneer days in Stevens Point is a signifi-
cant picture of the cultural scene. We are
fortunate to have this history given to us
in Mrs. Rothman’s own narrative in the
following pages.
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THE NORTHERN INSTITUTE by Edith Rothman

A little more than one hundred and twenty
years ago a new village was burgeoning on
the banks of the Wisconsin. It marked the
gateway to the Pineries, then peopled by
the sturdy pioneers from the New England
states, and New York and Ohio who were
schooled in the democratic processes of
town meetings, churches and schools. Many
who came to the little village, already
known as Stevens Point, were well educated,
some with college backgrounds and anxious
for their children to have the best train-
ing the times and circumstances could
afford. Mandana Hale had taught the first
school in the village in the late 1840's.
Then came the first public school with its
problem of inadequate teachers or none at
all until the arrival of John Charles Fre-
mont Maloney in the late fifties.

At sometime in the early fifties a pioneer
by the name of Newton Emmons arrived on the
scene, invited by the business opportun-
ities the new area offered., Born in Connecti-
cut, growing to young manhood in New York
State, of Quaker background in a family of
teachers, the community desire for better
educational facilities pointed to the estab-
lishment of a school offering such cultural
advantages, especially for young women.

What better opening could there be for his
two sisters, both experienced teachers,

than to join him and conduct just such a
school? Correspondence followed, at the
slow pace of those primitive days. The two
sisters, Mrs. Clarissa Emmons Northrop and
Anna Emmons, had previously joined two
brothers in Dane County sometime in 1854 or
1855, and secured teaching positions there,
but the possibilities in Newtonm's plan
appealed to them. They agreed to come to
Stevens Point with the purpose in mind of
establishing a boarding school for young
ladies, as well as making a home for their
brother. Going first to Berlin, they took
passage 1n the stage-coach for Stevens Point.
Meeting the stage coming from Stevens Point,
the drivers asked for news from each direc-
tion. To their consternation, the Stevens
Point driver reported the death of Newton
Epmons, unaware that two passengers in the
other coach were his sisters. (The Wis-
consin Pinexy for April 28, 1856, carries
the following brief notice: DIED: In this
Village on Sunday, the 27th of April,
Newton Emmons (formerly of Madison) aged
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They decided to continue to Stevens Point,
and send for their brother-in-law, Benjamin
Burr, then in business in Rochester, N.Y.,
to help them decide their future plans.

Benjamin Burr arrived toward the end of
May, 1856, and apparently was impressed
with the hustle and bustle of the little
village as well as with the need for a
young ladies seminary. Plans to build

the seminary on the property Newton Emmons
had purchased (now the half block between
Osk and Center Streets facing Division)
were completed. The Pipery of July 10,
1856, reported "A Young Ladies Seminary

to be opened up in the course of the
ensuing autumn,"” and on October 16,1856
added: "The Seminary Buildings are going

up rapidly in Crosby's addition. They

will be a valuable institution in Stevens
Point. That part of town is going ahead
rapidly."” Clarissa FEmmons Northrop had
excellent qualifications for serving as

the head of the new Seminary. A graduate
of Macedon Academy, she had been teacher
and principal in one of the Rochester, N.Y.,
schools for many years. The following
comment from the Rochester Advertiser
appeared in the Wisconsin Pinery March 5,
1857: "ROCHESTER TEACHERS AT THE WEST. Our
city has furnished quite a number of

school teachers to the west within the

past few years. Among those who have

more recently gone there, and with whom
those in our city who feel an interest in
our schools, part with reluctantly, is

Mrs. Clarissa Northrop, who has located at
Stevens Point, Wis., and erected a fine
Seminary for young ladies. Mrs. Northrop
was connected with Distriet School No.ll

in this city for a number of years, and

was esteemed by both patrons and scholars.
She is a most accomplished teacher and

will no doubt make herself as popular in
her new home as she has been in our city.
An experience of twenty years in teaching
eminently fits her for the Head of a Seminary.
Her assistant, and we believe partner in the
institution is Miss Anna C. Emmons, a young
lady who has been connected with School No.13
in this city for the past two or three vears.
Although with less experience than her
senior in the Seminary, she is a ripe scholar
and a most excellent teacher, and will win
her way to popular favor anywhere. We
understand that the Seminary, which is a
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large one, will be in readiness for the
reception of scholars next month and
that already there are nearly applications
sufficient to fill it. We congratulate the
enterprising owners of the institution on
the prospects before them."

The Pinery (March 5, 1857) goes on to add:
"We can cheerfully endorse all that is
sald by The Advertiser (Rochester) of this
seminary and the excellent ladies who are
at its head. The institution, as we are
informed, will be opened on the 2d Monday
in April next."”

On April 24, 1857, appeared the first
advertisement in the Pinery of "The North-
ern Institute” as it was officially called.
A copy of its initial prospectus is given
below:
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Sruvess Poise, Wisaonsan,
Frine course of 2lo-1y i this institation, em-

h]_ hraces three departiments: Proparatory,
Hunior, amd Sentor. The vear is divided into
three terma,  The present Lerma commencing
the first Monday in April.
EXEFENSIN,

Tuition in the preparatery clacs, §5 per term];
Junior elass, 8 "=

Senior elnes, B
Greck, Geriaan, Freneh, each, G wom
Pinne,Guitar,or Organ,with singing,

ench, [

Drawing,penciling and water eol'n, 5 ¢ =

Bonrdiineluding linglish studies, 120 per vear

Fach term 10 be paviel one hndf in sdvance—
Boapders to furnish their own towsels andd tabila
napkins.  On cutering the Institntion, and af
the eommencement of ench ferm, pirprile will
be elpgsed necopding to their altumments —
Those whe have not the time to take the rer
ular eourse, may chovse ench studies ns they
are gquabiiicd te purcus.’ No exertion will b
wanlingg La furnish pupils with the best lneily
ties fur the {t!'t!ﬂlt‘l'llfio:ll of their stadies,  The

EQ\"‘I‘I\‘ l]"l)ﬂl""l"“‘ﬁ lif i"."tLI'l “I'I“I‘I Ay l‘i'”‘\'l-

ded with eflicient aund experivneed tenchers,

whirse object will be tn secure o the pupeils
vonmitied 1o their care, sueh wornl and intel-
lectusi culure as chall ba wilnpted Lo aid in
fittin:e them For nseful Lifis
Letters of inguiry may be addresend 1o
CLARRISSA NORTHROP,
Priveipal.

Trarnkriz—nize Avesusla Snow, Miw Annn
C, Emnong, Miss Aun 35 Hoe, Proi,. Andrew
Pieknrte, teacher of mavie and Germnn,

Bosep or Vestrows:—Gen, AL G Ellis, Stevena
Point: Hoo I W, Kiug, Stevens Point,—
Rev, Thoums Greene, W “
Heney Farnhum, Osford, 0 2 Alhan, Plo-
ver; Prof, 15, 8, Carr, Wiseonsin Cniversity,
Prof. . Daniels, Madison; IL S, Curtiss Esq.
Mundison.

Rertuexers—Chester Dawer, L. L, T0. Prof.
of Chemistry and Natweal Seienees, Roches-
ter; raf, N, W, Bena-lict, Bochester, 5. Y.
onues s, Ouwoo, N, Y.; Guorge B Talket
Mawepro; N, Y; Rev, D, Y. Kilizore, Madizon,
Hoa, Simeon Mils, Madizou; Henry Farn-
b, Oxford; George Baker, Oxford; Ed-
ward Freeze, Cleveland Olio,

Stevena Powat, March 17, 185Y.

One can realize that it was a truly
ambitious program, but Clarissa Northrop
was an unusuzl woman. She apparently was
one generation and possibly two ahead of
her time. I am quite sure that had she
been living during the time of the suffrage
march on Washington or in some of the
women's 1ib activities which are so prevalent

today she would have been taking an active part

The Gazette of March 28, 1906, carried
quite an article on Clarissa Northrop (she
was visiting in Stevens Point at the time)
under the title '"Pioneer Lady Teacher."
Besides speaking about her at the present
time it goes on to say that in spite of her
more than four-score years, Mrs. Northrop
takes an active interest in the affairs of
the day and converses instructively upon
all the leading topics. With one side of
her body completely paralyzed, yet this
ambitious little woman declines the service
of maid or friend whenever she can possibly
do without them. When in Rochester she
became intimately acquainted with the late
Susan B. Anthony, who was a teacher in the
same school. Mrs., Northrop at that time
received 250 dollars per year, the maximum
salary for a woman, and she was the first
woman in the country to openly protest
against the injustice done women teachers
in the matter of remuneration. At the
First State Institute for teachers in

New York, Mrs. Northrop drew up resolutions
for the betterment of salaries, which were
passed at that conference, and which had
the hearty support of Miss Anthony and five
other women who were bold enough to vote
for the innovation. Mrs. Northrop is a
great friend of Miss Mary Anthony, a sister
of the suffragist, and a few days ago wrote
her a letter of condolence following the
death of Miss Anthony. Mrs. Northrop said,
no woman ever completed such a great life
work as did Susan B. Anthony."

During all of her years as a teacher, Mrs.
Northrop was apparently influenced by her
early bringing up in a devout Quaker house-
hold. The teachings which she absorbed at
that time she endeavored to put into active
uge in all of her contact with young people.

The first session of The Northern Institute,

or as it was more commonly called, the Stevens

Point Female Seminary, was commenced in
April, 1857. According to The Pinery of
July 30, 1857, we find the following:
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“The first session of the Northern Ins—
titute, located at Stevens Point under the
charge of Mrs. Northrop, closed on the 16th
inst. with a highly creditable examination
exhibition of the progress the pupils,
about 60 in number. We cannot refrain from
bearing public testimony of the complete
satisfaction manifested by all... The
seminary is a fixed fact and an honor to
our county. The enterprising principal lias
placed in our midst facilities for obtain-
ing a thorough education, equal to that of
any other place. It speaks for itself."

In spite of all the encouraging words the
life of the Northern Institute was destin-
ed to be short. With the growth of the
public schools and the improvement in the
teaching facilities which were available,
as well as with the advent of the Civil
War, the means for carrying on the North-
ern Institute as a private school became
very much of a problem. In 1860 Mrs.
Northrop and her sister, Anna Emmona, felt
it advisable to close the school.

Following their arrival in the summer of
1857, and after the closing of the school
and also from the time of the marriage of
Anna Emmons to Samuel R. Merrill, the
home was occupied by Benjamin Burr and his
family. Benjamin Burr's wife was Eliza
Emmons, the sister of Clara Northrop and
Anna Emmons.

The original property which Newton Emmons
had purchased and which the two sisters
took over at first in their project as far
as the seminary was concerned occupled the
half block between Oak St. and Center Ave. ,
facing Division St. It is now the 1900
block on Division. The abstract of the
property shows that the land was origin-
ally patented from the U.S. government to
James S. Alban. James S. Alban has become
B0 prominent in the history of Portage
County, and especlally in the town of
Plover where he was an early~-day attorney,

that it probably is of intest to mention
that it was originally patented to him.
It became the property of Clarissa North-
rop and Anna C. Emmons in 1856, and in
1857 it was taken over by Benjamin Burr.
For many years it was known as the Burr
home and recognized in that way in
Stevens Point. 1In the early 1900's it
passed to a grest-nephew of Clarissa
Northrop and Eliza Emmons, Charles E.
Emmons. Since that time it has been
platted into lots, many of which have been
sold, but part of the original property
which was patented from the United States
in 1854 still belongs in the Charles
Emmons family.

Clarissa Northrop was my great-aunt. Just
prior to her entering the Protestant Home
for the Aged in Milwaukee, where she
passed away in 1909, she lived in our
family for quite a period of time. I
remember her as a small, rather frail
woman, at that time severely paralyzed on
the left side, but attempting to overcome
the difficulty in every way that she could.
She walked with difficulty and she used
the left arm with difficulty, but never-
theless was courageous about it and tried
not to let it be too much of a handicap.

I am only sorry I didnt realize at the time
how much interesting information she could
have given me; I think of all the things

I could have learned from her--it would
have been of great usefulness and much
pleasure during all of these years in
vwhich I have been interested in the local
history of Stevens Point.
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCTETY CALENDARS
FOR 1973, $1.50 each.

Buy from your local society. The Public
Library and University Book Store are
selling for the Portage County Historical
Society. Also, phone 346-2586 or 344-5308.

THE PINERY .is {ssued by the PORTAGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Stevens Point.

Membens of the Board ane:

Guy Gibson, Winifred Harvey, Had Manske, C.W.Nason, James

P§iffner, CLiffond Swanson, Donothy Vetten, Hamilton Viets, M.J.Wilfott, Marjonie Warnex.
Nelis R. Kampenga, President; Alice M.Gondon, Seeretany, Dorothy C.Kampenga, Treasurer.

Address all cornespondence to N.R.Kampenga, 301 Post Road, PLoven, Wis. 54447



