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NEW PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY

Mr, N, R, Kempenga, Head Librarian at
Wisconsin 8tate College, Stevens Point
is the new President of the Fortage
Oounty Historical Society. He replaces
Mr, Malcolm Rosholt of Rosholt who had
served in that capacity for several years.

GENERAL MEETING, NOVEMBER 20

A general meeting of the Portage Coun-
ty Society was held in the Demonstration
Room of the County City Building on
Nove 20th with a good attendance of mem—
bers and friends, The program was rela-
tive to a development of a pattern of
street numbers and names in the city which
has been worked out by the Junior Chamber
of Commerce as onc of their projects,

Two members of the organization, Richard
Cable and Robert Worzalla, presented this
plan.

They explained that the organization
had started work on this in Scpt., 1940
when they met with the city's Long Range
FPlanning Committeée when thec benefits of a
new pattern of street namcs and numbers
was outlined and discusscd, The Long Range
Planning Committee was of the opinion such
a ‘plan, if it could be developed, would be
very beneficial to the city, and the Jay-
cces decided to go ahend on the projcct.

Since then with o great deal of work,
attention, contact of many people, keoeping
in touch with the Long Range Flanning Com-
mittec and city officials such a basic
plan has boen developed. :

Mr, Cable and Mr, Worzalla presented on
over ©ll picture of this basic plan. They
discussed the house numbering which would
be uniform throughout the city - black
numbers on white tile and placed where
easily seen. '

The strecets, theoy said, would inter-
scct all other strecetis at the same num-
bered bloeck, for example, Division Strect
would intcrscet all strects it crosses
at the 1700 block, somcthing it does not
do at tho present time, Also, under the
plan streets that were interrupted would
not take on o new name as many do %today,

The plan provides that all strects
running north and south would be numbercd
and all east and wost named in elphabeti~
cal scquence,

There was considerable discussion of
the plan and many questions asked. Many
members oxpresscd a wish that the old
strect nomes that had historical signif-
icance in the development of the city bo
rotained and that others be uscd,

Ag o seccond phase of the program
V¥r, G, W, Nason, Jr, and Mrs, Win Rothman
carricd on a discussion rclative to the
old ncmes, why they werc used and men-
tioned some worthy of uso that had not
beon uscd in the past and which would be
a fitting commemoration of the city!s
pioncers,

Both discussion groups uscd maps of
the city to point out names a2nd streets,

In a short busincss scssion before the
program the question of the city using
the foundation placed in Pioncer Park at
the foot of Main Strcet for a shclter
house was brought up. This is the founda-
tion on which the old Fioncer School,
destroyed by the heavy snows of 1961,
was ploceed,

Mr, N. R. Kampengo, President of the
Socicty, prescnted this ot the request
of the City Park Commission Chairmon,

After considerablc discussion on the
type of shclter housc that might be
erected and the landsecaping of the samo,
it was voted to give the conscnt of the
Socicty for the usc of the foundation in
the building of a shclter houso, but



asking that the Socicty be allowed to
participate in the design of the shelter
house to be built,

Coffee and doughnuts were served at
the meeting,

ANOTHER PORTAGE CCUNTY MARKER

was erccted this past summcr, The plaque
wes crccted by tho village of Whiting at
the site of the old mill ncar MeDill

Pond, This is thc third plaque to mark =
historic sitc in Portage County, the first
having been crceted in Rosholt, the sce-
ond on the Market Squarc in Stevens Point,

These plaques boar the insignia of the -

Portage County Historical Socicty which
is tho samc as that on the masthead of
ench issuc of -"The Pinery." It is the
cditorial masthoad of the old "Wisconsin
Pincry," our first ncwspaper, first pub-. -
lished morc than 100 years ago,

The plaque beers the following in-
- seription: ; ‘

WHITING VILLAGE :

A Sawmill was built hore in 1852 by
Luther Hanchett and Amos Courtwright. It
was purchascd in 1864 by Aloxandor an
Thomns MeDill who lotcr added o grist
mill, The sitc was occupicd aftor 1902 by
Wisconsin Graphite Company and from 1916
to 1951 by the John Strange Sulphite Mill,
This viecinity, platted as MeDill Village
in 1873, was incorporatod in 1947 honor-
ing George 4,
Plover Papcr Compony.

MR. KAMPENGA ATTENDS MEETING

Tho Wisconsin assoclatlon of Teachcrs
of College History held its annual con-
forenee at River Falls on Octobor 26,
1963, N. R. Xampeonga, President of the
Portage County Historical Socicty,
attended,

The focal point of interest ot River
Falls was the Arca Research Center de-
veloped on that campus and organization
of the local history ronding roem in which
this center is houscd, Walker VWyman, now
President of Whitowater State Qollege, a
strong advoeatc of loeal history study,
and author of scveral studics was largely
responsible for this spececial devclopmont
at River Falls,

The Rcading Room is 2 joint project of

WYhiting, founder of Whiting- E

the River Falls Statc Colloge, the State
Historical Society Area Rescarch Center

projecct and the Picrec County Historical
Socicty,

Two papers delivered at the confor-
ence, while dirccted to college teaching,
nay have intercat to mombers of the Por-
tage County Historiczl Socicty: Grass-
roots History and tho Bchaviorcl Sci-
cnces by John Lankford, Archivist ot
River Falls, and The Rolc of the Aroa
Rescarch Center on the Colloge Campus,
by James T. King, of thc History Depart-
mnent at River Falls., Rcading copice of
these titles arc avnilable at the College
lerhry at Stevens Point,

A NEW STORY ABOUT AN OLD STORY

"Was thorc such a place as Eau Pleinc?
The challonging qucstion was contained
in a lotter from Professor Merrill
Burlinganoe, Chairman of the History Do--
partment of Montana Statc College at
Bozeman, onc of the component institu-
tions of the Unlvcr51ty of Montana, Pro-
fessor Burlingamo's lotter was rcecived
in early April by the Stcovens Point City
Clork ond was referrcd to lrs, Win Roth-
man, of our Socicty, for attention, The
story follows,

Fatc had placed in thc hande of Pro-
fossor. Burlingaric a copy of a littlc book
called "L Cave on the Yollowstono or

arly Lifc in the Rockics" which had been
published in 1902 by EHelen Vilnot Shar-
men (at onc time o membor of a pioncer
fonily in Portage County). It purported
to cover the carly cxpericnecs of o man
naricd Bleau who was in Montana in thc.
1830's, "later scttling in Hau Pleinc in
1862, which wos on the Wisconsin River
near an old Indian Trading Post,” so the
letteor rcad. To answer this leotfer proved
a most interesting assigmmont,

The 1little book ~ "4 Cave on the .
Yellowstono" - with its chapter on’ the
old Wylic school, Wylic tavern, and Du-
Bay Trading Post, has becon known to. our
Portage County Historical Socicty for
many ycors, Local scarch and inquiry has
failed, however, to producc a copy. Herc
it had comc to lifc, hundreds of milos
away, where it had kindled an intercst
in the story it had to tell,

To trace the records recquirecd to tell
tho Wisconsin story of Mr, Bleau mcant a




gearch of land rccords, tax rolls, ccme-
tery and church rccords and old nows-
papors, Bit by bit the owncrship of land
in Eou Pleine in the 1860's by Louis Blow
(apparontly the Yankec spelling of Bloau)
and his wifc Lydia wos cstablished and its
proximity to thec old DuBay Trading Post -
a part of the American Fur Conmpany of
John Jacob Astor - now identificd by a
State Histerical Marker, An carly check
of comctery rccords, both Catholic and
Protestant yioclded no informatiosn. Then,
paging thru 1880 itens in "Stevens Foint
Through the Years" appeared the following:
Stevens Point Journcl Deeember 8, 1883
"Louis Blow, onc of the carly pioncers of
this scction who cnre heorc in the forties,
died on Monday owvening last and was
buricd on Tucsday, the funcral being held
from the Mcthodist church. Mr, Blow gove
his age as 84 but thosc who know him best
say he must have been 90 at leosi, He canme
over from Canada in 1830, .,,Hec is sur-
vived by his wife, Mr, Blow was anmong
that small number of French Canadians
coning into Stevens Point in the carly
days, many scttling in the Eau Pleinc
Township and werc ncighbors,” o

Tho-records of the Mothodist Church,
available today, did not start until 1888,
five years aftor Louis Blow'e death, A4
recheck ot Forcst Conotery did not change
the earlicr roport. Then, one day in eorly
July while idly inspccting old tombstoncs
near a family lot in Forest Cemetery, I
discovered one broken fron its base and
in danger of being damaged, I tugged it
over near the base and could hardly be-
lieve my cyes to rend:

LEWIS BLEAU

D. Dccember %, 1883
Here was the verification of the nane
that we had been senrching for, The date
of death was the same as in the obituary
notice, Cheocking again with Forecst Cemctory
dssociation, o rccord of the purchasc was
found in the. Cash Book of that dato. The
gravc lies in Block 2 - Lot 11, It is
possible that Lydin who survived hin nay
also be buried thore,

In sending the information to Profcssor
Burlingame we wrotc: "This book (The Cave
on the Yellowstonc) has boen 2 long lost
itenn in our comrmunity and onc that we have
searched for anong the pioncer families,

Would it be possible to have this book

photostated? He roplied with the noame of
the owner of the book, cormenting "this
is one book in a large collection which
her (Mrs, Loggett!s) late husband ac-
quired and whether she will sell this as
o scparate itom I don't know, 4 query to
Mrs. Leggett brought a disappointing ro-
fusal to sell tho book individually. So
the matter rosted until the Qctober ncet-
ing of our Board - ny first opportunity
to report the cireumstances, Mr. Swanson,
Curator on the State Historieal Society
Board, is chocking the intercst of the
State Historical Library in Mrs. Leggett's
collcetion, It is too socn to know the
rosult,

Helen Wilmet Sharman taught the Wylie
School shortly after the close of the
Civil War, She roomed at the Wylioc Tavern,
which is not ot all strange for thore is
a strong poasibility that she was a grand-
daughteor of Melancthon Wylic, who built
and opercted the old inn, Her book was
written and published in 1902, in
Chicago, Hor hore at that time was in
Salt Lake City, Utoh, the fanily having
moved west in the carly 1870's, In 1905

she.returned -here-for—the10ld-Waite——"""""77

School" reunion ond appearcd on the pro-
gran, Oan anyonc give us more informa-
tion about Mrs, Sharman and does anyone
have a copy of the book?

- Edith B. Rothman

CALENDLRS

The Socioty has 1964 State Hisitorieal
Socioty "Wisconsin Calendars" for sale
again this yecar, Makes o nice Christmas
gift, Contact Mr, N, R, Kamponga at Wis-
consin Statec Collicge for onec,

DUES

Are you paid up to April, 19647 That
is the beginning of our nonbership year,
Mrs. N, R, Kanpenga, R, 1, Box 148,
Stevons Point, Wisconsin is our
Treasurer, -






