


The Konkol Comer’s Shrine

The red brick shrine located at the intersection of Cty Hwy B and Cty
Hwy K in Portage County, WI, a few miles west of Amherst, has long been
admired by the motorists who pass by. Portage County is located in the
center of the state of Wisconsin with the city of Stevens Point as its county
seat. This county is generally recognized as the location of the oldest Polish
rural settlement of the state and among the oldest in the United States. The
first Polish family arrived in the fall of 1857. Historians relate that by 1864,
more than 40 Polish families had joined them. Most of these families had
their origin in the Kaszuby region of what was then West Prussia, just to the
west of Gdansk (German: Danzig).

- For many years, three of the four corners of the intersection were home
to members of the John and Malwina (Gostomska) Konkol family, hence the
name--Konkol’s Corner’s. In recent years, one of the corners is no longer
occupied by a family member , however its identity lingers. The fourth corner
is still an‘open field. I : '

The Konkol’s had arrived in the port of New York on May 1, 1883,
with their children, John and Martha. They had lived in the village of
Klukowa huta in the Kartuzy district just to the west of Gdansk. Their parish
church was in nearby Stezyca. With them were Malwina’s parents, Peter and
Julianna (Holk) Gostomski and their daughters, Pauline and Elizabeth. The
Stezyca parish was the origin of nearly 100 families and individuals who
immigrated to Portage County. . . '

The couple purchased a farm the next year where their other nine
children were born. John was an accomplished carpenter and bee keeper as
well as a farmer. Malwina was a licensed mid-wife and delivered many of
the babies in the area for many years. When their son, Anton, married
Agatha Trzebiatowski in 1912, they took over operation of the farm and John -
and Malwina moved across the road into their new retirement home.

The exact construction date of the shrine is not known, however it is
possible that John built the shrine at this time. The red pressed brick,
probably from the W.E. Langenberg brick yard, used in the shrine is identical
to that used in the new farmhouse built by his son, Joseph and Augustina
(Stolz) Konkol, and completed in 1912. John’s August 18, 1943, obituary
noted that he had built the shrine about 30 years before. He and his wife
could easily view the shrine from the windows of their new home.



T

Malwina passed away on June 10, 1922, at the age of 67 years. John
continued to live in their home until the late 1930’s. He died August 17,
1943, at 90 years. They are buried in the nearby St. Mary of Mount Carmel
Catholic cemetary at Fancher. John and Malwina were among the founders
of the parish formed in 1884.

Religious shrines and crosses are very common along Polish roadsides
and usually at a cross road. In 1985, this writer traveled in the Kaszuby
fegion in which the Konkol’s had lived and discovered an almost identical
shrine in the village of Podjazy where John had been born on February 4,
1853. His family had moved to nearby Klukowa huta when he was a young
boy. , _

- There are 14 roadside shrines and crosses located throughout central
Wisconsin. The older residents relate that there were many more. Perhaps,
they were erected to remind themselves or passers-by that their faith was
more than a Sunday visit to church, but an integral part of their daily lives.
This writer’s father always respectfully tipped his hat whenever we passed
the shrine and murmered a brief prayer, “Niech bendzie pochwalony Jezus
Chrystus. Na wiek i wiekow, Amen”. (“Praise be to Jesus Christ.” For age
to ages.”) ' N ' .

The Konkol shrine has a seasonal motif--the Easter and Christmas
seasons are recognized with appropriate furnishings. Descendants still own

the farm and provide the excellant care of the shrine.

(Since this was written, the Konkol's Comer’s shrine was badly
damaged when the driver of a car lost confrol and struck the shrine.
Community concern and support indicate that the shrine will be restored. It is
considered by most to be a historical landmark in the area,) -

Submitted by :
Adeline M. Sopa

2711 Danbar Drive

Green Bay, WI 54313-7022
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Below right'is the shrine before it was destroyed. .

BY GENA KITTNER
Journal staff

STOCKTON — A coun-
ty landmark at Konkol’s
Corner survived 90 years
only to be destroyed in a
car crash.

The shrine at Konkol’s

Corner, at Highways B
and K, was demolished

Sunday night when an

Ambherst man lost con-

trol of his car. Harold J.

Blum  Jr, 18, was east-

bound on Highway B at "

816 p.m. when the car
entered. the right shoul-
der, said Lt. Ron Ryskos-

ki of the Portage County .

Sheriff’s Department.
Blum over-corrected and

ROADSIDE SHRINES REMAIN

_» AL 9288 Highway 54 in the town of Lanark, a shrine enclos-

es a statue of the Virgin Mary. -

# At 8037 Highway B, about a mile west of Konkol's Corner,
there is a shrine built by Robert Dempski. ‘ 5
# In the town of Sharon, shrines can be found at highways |
and OO, highways Z and | and 1396 Highway 1. X

4 In"Marathon County, there is a shrine where highways C
and J intersect Willow Road.” -

# At Jordan and Reserve roads, a cross was erected in 1939.
4 A cross is on a comer in the 1400 block of North Second
Drive, and at the. Portage-Marathon line on Highway Y.

TO LEARN MORE o
¢ Contact the Pofish Heritage Awareniess Society at PO,
Box 726, Stevens Point, Wi 54481 or call 344-5752.

; .

Blum.was transported
Theda Clark Medical

entered the right ditch
and rolled over, striking to

the highway sign and the Center in Neenah, where .
* Konkol shrine, -

he was treated and

. released, Ryskoski said.

The Konkol shrine was
a symbol of the county’s
Polish Catholic roots. It
was built around 1913 by

John Konkol, who immi-

grated to Wisconsin from
Poland in the 1880s. It was
similar to chapels built in

the Kaszuby region of

northern Poland, accord-
ing to the Portage County
Historical Society

“The Konkol one was

one of the prettiest. Tt
- was one of the more well-

kept and beautiful of the
shrines,” - said Gayle
FPhillip, president of the

‘Polish Heritage Aware-

ness Society ‘
Roadside shrines and

THOMAS KUJAWSKUStevens Point Journat
orner of Highways B and K.

Crosses Were more conl-
mon -along roads.in cen-
tral Wisconsin during
the early and mid-20th

century, but travelers
still can see these trib-
utes to the Virgin Mary
and Jesus. Through time,
many shrines  have

‘decayed or the. owner-

ship ‘of the land has

changed, Phillip said.
“The shrines were very

important in the .rural

_areas, especially for Pol-

ish-settlers in the areas,”
Phillip said. “They kind of

See SHRINE, A2
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mnected them with their home

yuntry: in Poland.”

Some of the shrines were
uilt in thanksgiving for good
ealth, and others were places
+pray for someone to get well,
lore recently, they-have been

uilt to memorialize people’

ho have died, .
“This was just something that
r:ople in Burope do,” said Ade-

e Sopa, Green Bay; the great-

-anddaughter of John Konkol.

Religion wasn't only a Sunday
thing with them. They wanted
to have slirines or crosses close

‘by so every day they could stop

and say a prayer.” B
‘Scenes in the Konkol shrine
would be changed seasonally,

showing the Jesus in a manger
during Christnias, and Jesus on |

the crucifix at Easter, Sopa
said. o e ol o
‘One member of the Konkol

" are still lives on Konkol’s Cor-

ner. Chet Konkol, 88, lives in the

house his grandfather John'
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built, across the street from the
shrine, o
The shrines have their roots

in  pre-Christian times. in

Europe, where . statues and
carvings on stones and trees

were used to mark the presence.
_of local spirits, 4

Wednesday
rough October w% 5 s

SHRINE: Konkol monument will be sorely missed

et - “They é,mwm very, very religious. ._.Hs,.w&mun shrines s.m.ﬁ..m built
to.ward off evil spirits. People -
.were quite superstitious i the -

old days,” Phillip said.

Kittrier can be reached at
344-6100, Ext. 2510 orat
mm;n,.ww.&ﬁ&.@nsamsm. het.

Drawings

. Five $200 drawings from Tpm'to 9pm

Grand prize drawings on .Oun.oro_..,uw,w» 9pm’
s Grand prize 2003 Cadillac Escalade )

.» $6,700 in consolation cash prizes

Socurly en oty # af dhimes.

. , onth in the Casino or Bingo

aren’t amenable to the %
bite solutions that politi N
prefer.’ e :

Want tp §trengthen mar-
riage? Let'sre-examine the role
alcohol .plays in the lives of
Wisconsinites. Let's develop a
system of powerful incentives
for the victims of domestic vio-
lence to report -abuse, Let’s
require premarital emotional
and financial counseling as ‘a

_condition of obtaining - a’

Wisconsin marriage license,
So the Defense of Marriage
act isn't quite what the name

© suggests, is it? st g
Instead, it’s an aggressively
cruel slap 4t gays and lesbiahs.
We' say ' aggressively . .cruel
because current law already
- defines marriage as between

husband and. wife. Attorney:

General Peg Lautenschlager
called the bill “legally indistin-

guishable from current state

law” o B
It required an act of ill will,

" "not to mention cynicism, to

support a bill that duplicates
what’s already on the books. )
. me&mwm most - troubling,
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Joseph’s Regional Medical
-Center in Milwaukeé have a
- problem: Too many:patients are

+using the emergency room like .

a walk-in clinie, an’ expensive
practice that ties up valiable

medical  resources which
" should be used for critical care,
not runny noses. R

" - To discourage people from .

- using the emergency depart-
ment for minor ailments, the

hospital announced last week it

will impose .a $150 minimum
- fee., ; T e
. The story is a symptom of &
. larger disease, About 44 h ‘on
© Amariranc Tacsk hashh'  ane

- Health care

_H,wm people who 'run’ St..




) BY GENA KlTTNERl
Journa% stafi

: Volunteers : seek-,‘

- Yestore the Kozﬂ:ol shrine:

. The ‘90:year-old. lan
mark at Konkol’s Cor
at HighwaysB and K,y
demplished Oct. 26 when
Harold J Blum Jr, Am-
herst, lost control of his

car and stuck a highway -

sign: and the Catholic
shrme. Blum’s i insuranci

company said’ it Wﬂl
cover the cost of the

shrine’ s restoratmn, 5ai

‘Anton Anday, a Plover

.mgtherestera 1T 0 iy
Anday’ arnid-‘about a1
dozen’ other volunteers:

helped collect the pieces
of the shrine during a

cleanup Saturday. The
larger pieces of _the-
shrine are in storage, and’
" the basehas been covered .

“was. destroyed - in the
crash, Anday said. The
niversity of Wxsconsm !

Stevens Pomt art depart-

restoration: of the

i 'gf Chrzst statue, he said.

penter probably would b

needed because the Wood :
on the shrine is: comph '
- said.

The shrine c,ontamed W
“three statués, includinga-~
tatue of - Christ, : which-

cated, Anday. said: -

¢ Anday.: -estimates: the
statue was. crafted- b

tiveer 1890 and. 1910: The

‘othier two-statues in the
shrme ere chipped and -
can be restored easﬂy he

Scenes. m t‘ae Konkul

shrine were changed sea~ -

sona]ly

%@AWTAM
- @Tider 30 2003
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Residents band together to rebuild

destroyed shrine

BY GENA KITTNER :
Journal staff : -

As Konkol family members pick up the pieces of a destroyed county landmark, residents are workw?vﬁ’ f‘J
it back together again.

The shrine at Konkol's Corner, at Highways B and K, was demolished Sunday night when Harold 3.3&&;&9 )
Ambherst, lost control of his car and stuck a highway sign and the Catholic shrine.

g
Anton Anday, a historian in Plover, said he has spoken with Konkol farmty members and is trying ts i"e” A
mason to restore the shrine. He's not alone. _ G‘

Len Dudas, president of Len Dudas Motors, is getting the word out that he .
wants to help rebuild the shrine. HOW TO HELP:

Dudas said his wife's father was Polish and the shrine is part of the family's To make a monet
heritage. "Living in Point with the Polish heritage has been so spedial.” donation or to vol
Polish immigrant John Konkol built the shrine around 1913. His relatives e-mail Len Dudas
still are in shock and are trying to deal with the loss, said Antoinette :
Hoppa, Konkol's granddaughter. "We had to salvage what we could.” len@lendudasmot
The Konkol shrine was a symbol of the county’s Polish Catholic roots. The OF call 344-3410.
Konkol shrine was similar to chapels build in the Kaszuby region of

- northern Poland, where the Konkol and many other area Poles left in the

late 1880s.

o _ - s
Anday said he will work on removing many of the larger parts of the shrine and preserving some o,%’ LT
for possible restoration. j 5’ £ “‘f»"l’

"1 think the family wants it rebuilt at the current location,” Anday said. Historically, culturally and
traditionally, that's the best place, but reconstruction won't start until next spring, he said.

Dale Petersen, patrol superintendent with the Portage County Highway Department, said people Shryw
check with the county’s planning and zoning department to determine the necessary setbacks befc -2/
start reconstructing the shrine.

Fa) 7

The highway department also should be contacted so it can measure if the shrine would be in the fie ,ﬁ,{; ﬁ-ﬁ
way, he said. ‘J i

Back to Top

http://www.wisinfo.com/journal/spjlocal/278996083232944 shtm] “ 10/30/03
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Faithful continue ‘_b.uAiIdingQadsidefshrines'tﬁo the saints

Gortrol Wisconsin Sunday phatos by Thudy Stewert
roadsides have hosted shrines, such. as those located at (left to nght) 8037 Highway B, built by Robert
Dempski; Highways B and K, built by the late John Konkol; Jordan Road and North Reserve Road, buitt in 1939; and 9288 Highway 54, built -

Fordecades
by Helen and Bob Helbach

County

By Trudy Stewart

" Central Wisconsin Sunday

People tend to think of road-

side shrines as relics of the past.

But the tradition continues, and
shrines are being erected today

i just as they were in the early
* partof the 20th century. .

Helen Helbach and her hus~
band, Bob Helbach, had a shrine
erected 15 years ago outside
their home, 9288 Highway 54,
town of Lanark. The shrine
encloses a statue of the Virgin
Mary and is lighted at night.
Helen Helbach changes the
adornments in it at least three
times of year: at Christmas,
Easter and summertime.

“Our neighbor built this for us.
‘We honor the Blessed Virgin.
She granted us a favor, and we
built a shrine in her honor”

. Helen Helbach said. She and her
husband are of German heritage

and attend St. Patrick Catholic
Church, Lanark. >
Roadside shrines and crosses
were more common along roads
in central Wisconsin during the

- early and mid 20th century,

according to Michael J. Goe,
author of “Native Realm: The

Polish-Ameriean Community of -

Portage County 1957-1992.”

But people taking vehicle or
bicycle trips along Portage
County’s town, county and state
highways will discover a number

“of shrines of both historic and

recent vmtage
The origin of roadside shrines

predates European immigration

- to central Wisconsin. The shrines

have their roots in pre-Christian

times in Enurope, where statues

and carvings on stones and trees

- weré used to mark the presence

of local spirits, writes Goc in
“Native Realm.”

As Christianity superseded
pagan worship, Europeans
transposed the ancient shrines

to honor their Catholic saints,. -

Gocsaid
Most Catholics left their

' hrines in Europe when they

made the trip to the United -
States. However, many Polish
Catholies built new shrines
when they arrived here, and
they continue to build them
today. | :

Another shrine familiar to
many county residents is at
Konkol's Corner, the intersection
of Highways B and K in the
town of Stockton. It was built by
the late John Konkol more than
50 years ago and is maintained
by his descendants.

A shrine built by Robert
Dempski about 20 years agois
located about a mile west of
Konkol's Corner at 8037

2 mzs?

Highway B.

The Portage County town of
Sharon has several shrines,
including ones at Highways I
and OO, Highways Z and I and
1396 Highway L There’s another

. shrine just over the Marathon

County line, where Highways C
and J intersect Willow Road.

Many Catholic churches in the
county also have shrines honor-
ing saints, including St. Adalbert
Church, Rosholt.

In Portage County’s earher
years, almost every intersection
was marked with a cross. Some -
of those crosses have been main-
tained through the years.

The cross at Jordan Road and
North Reserve Road was erected
in 1939, There is another located
on a corner in the 1400 block of
North Second Drive and one at
the Portage-Marathon line on
Highway Y.
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Road tour offers view of Polish heritage
Shrines, crucifixes evidence Polish Catholicity

By PATRICK SLATTERY
Times Review Staff

STEVENS POINT — Roadside shrines and cruci-
fixes have long been a special part of the countryside
in Portage County.

A recent nitigtive has drawn new interest to these
monumemnts. which exemplify this region’s deep-root-
ed Polish Catholicity. The seven shrines and five cro-
cifixes found on private propesty along roadsides in
Portage County are included in the Polish Heritage
Trail of central Wisconsin.

A pamphlet offering a self-guided automobile or
bicycle our that includes these shrines and crucifixes,
as well as churches and other sites of special interest
atong the trail was published in 1994 by the Polish
Heritage Awareness Society.

The uail's intent not only is to educate tourists, but
10 buikt up appreciation among local residenis about
Portage County’s Polish heritage.

Adehine Sopa, assisted by Gayle Zivney, were the
individuals primarily responsible for making this
Polish Heritage Trail idea come alive.

Adeline grew up on a dairy farm near Almond. Her
ancestry is 100 percent Polish, and her mother was a
Kenkol, a huge family clan, with reots in the Amherst
Junction area near St. Mary's of Mt, Carme} Church at
Fancher.

Adeline, who is single, taught for 30 years prior 0
retiring in 1989, and lives near Green Bay. Although a
physical education teacher by profession she always
has been a history nut, with a special interest in all

#7 Tatters Polish.

She returns regu!arly to Portage County to visit her
mother, Lillian Sopa, who still lives on the home
farm, and usually manages to attend monthly meet-
ings of the Polish Heritage Awareness Society.

Portage County is the second oldest Polish seitle-
ment in North- America, with Panna Maria in Texas
being older, notes Adeline.

The first Poles arrived in Portage County in 1857,
‘The early familes were mostly Kaszubian Poles, from a
region just to the west of Gdansk along the Baltic Sea.

L.:tt 1o right: A monumeni dedlcated fo ﬂevolmsonary Wa.r hero Casimir Pulash isfoundin
McGlachlin Park off Hwy. 10 on Stevens Point's east side; This well-tended shrine is located
on a country road east of Polonia; A gretto to Our Lady of Fatima is one of the many dis-

RS

Poles from the more German-controlled provinces
Tater settled north of Stevens Point.

The last Poles to amive had first settled in Chicago.
Then in the early part of the century, they bought
farmland in southern Portage County from an infa-
mous shady realtor, John Heffron.

Much of the farmland in Portage County was cut-over
forest, or very rocky and with thin, sandy topsoil. This
was especially true in southern Portage County. The
Poles ended up farming land that no one else wanted. It
was hard going, but having known much hardship and
little opportunity in their pative land, they were deter-
mined to succeed. Against all odds many did so. The
substantial red brick farmstead houses, built in this area
carly in this century, testify to Polish perseverance and
success.

Roadside shrines are ancient expressions of faith
that Poles brought with them to Portage County. They

_are common in the Kaszube area of Poland. Adeline

has visited there three times, and found shrines that
look exactly the same as back home..

Several miles north of the Fancher church, on Hwy. B,
is a shrine especially dear to Adeline's heart, because it
was built by her great grandfather, John Konkol. This
shrine, which is located on Konkol Corner, was built
sometime early this centiry. She suspects it was built
from the same red brick similar to that which came by
rail from Stevens Point to bul[d St. Mary’s of Mt.

_Carmel Church.
Adeline well remembers her grandfather John, who )

fived here into his 90s. When John retired from farm-
ing, his son, Anton, bought the farm on which the
shrine is Jocated. Anton and his wife, Agatha, had 14
children, among them three daughters who joined the
Sisters of St. Joseph in Stevens Point.

Six of their descendants are still alive. This reponer
toured the Polish sites with Adeline and met one of
these descendants, Margaret, and husband Lawrence
Iwanski.

The Iwanskis have lived in Mequon for 40 years, but
retain their Portage County roots and come here often.
The blg Konkol homestead house is not lived in per-

Margaret and Lawrence iwanski stand in front of the shrine
found on Konkol Comer that was built by Margaref's grand-
father. (Photos by Patrick Slattery)

manently, but instead is used by all family members.
- Margaret and Lawrence hetp care for the shrine in

~ front. They keep it in fine condition, and change the

flowers and statuary to mark the Chnslmas and Easter
Season.

After visiting with the Iwanskis, we 100k off to visit
other sites on the Polish Heritage Trail.

“Boze Zbaw Polske™ (God Save Poland) declares
the message inscribed above the wronght-iron gate in
front of St. Mary’s Church in Fancher.

From there, we proceed to yet another magnificent
church that is at the heart of Polish heritage m Portage
County, Sacred Heart in Polonia. In this region in

See TOUR, page 6

ed last spring.

plays of reﬁgtous arhsi;y fmmd at S:. Clare Convem in Polonia; This newly restored crucifix
just north of Stevens Point on property owned by Albert and Joyce Huinaclu was rededicat-
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This shrine, at the intersection of Portage County highways Z and i, was built by the neighboring farm family in 1917, Such wayside shrines are
common in Poland, and more than 50 of them exist ia: 2he Polish heartland of central Wisconsin. Most of the local shiines feature hrick walls, tin
roofs and statues of the Virgin Mary.
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The Konkal Shrine

A Restoration — 2013 — 2014

SRR R A

“
igbocsy K. On
‘ara result of

s & The marker on the original

arnar of the
7 ﬁsw:?y  in 2as. The new

L7 A pit 5o

cie and existing malerials from > -

e e mces ® site of the Konkol Shrine
1y the farth and heritage of tha Polish immigrants wha g .

Jr.:v.-gy/;'( their rc(z}uam‘ Geliofs with them when fﬁeJu settled here, :

The Konkol Shrine .

S O this site, a religious sheine was built by a Polish immigrant
Commemorative plaque and mm;;a{ Kﬂaﬁz [Kzzﬁaf._ 9tis e._vﬁma;‘;ed' ;ﬁ:'f the 3fmcfo;23¢ rsfizred.’ t;a
. . o as the Ronltol Shrine’, was constructed in {Q12 on theg soutnmses
history of the Konkol Shrine | corner of the intersection of Highway B ang&{ Highway &, On
COetober 26,2003, tha Konkol Sheine was ofesfrt@eﬁf as a vesult of
an automobile accident: A mpﬁm in the likeness of the arfgimf
structare, was consteucted on the northeast carner af the
‘ intersection of ?fg’gﬁw&y Band ?ffgﬁw&y X in 2003, The new
- structure was built with a mix of new and eyisting materials from
the orf’g;m[ Konkol Shrine. The Konkol Sheine stands as a
testament ta the faith and 53:&#@& of the Polish migeants wha

érmgﬁtf their re@iaw‘ heliefs with them when fﬁey settled hexe,




Restored brick work

on south side
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Restored brick work on north = .
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South and east side of

Restored brick work




North and westside of
restored brick work
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